
 

The National Museum of American Jewish History is proud to introduce a new Educational Program!   

Becoming American: History of Immigration 1880s-1924 

The program Becoming American: History of Immigration 1880s-1924 chronicles the immigration of 

over two million Jewish people to the United States at the turn of the 20
th

 century. It connects classrooms 

with the Museum by engaging students with a number of dynamic and thematically linked experiences 

throughout the school year. The program is designed to support Social Studies and Language Arts 

competencies, curricula, and Common Core Standards. Special attention is given to literacy, as well as to 

activities that foster creativity and critical thinking.  

Becoming American highlights the journey of a young woman named Eva Baen in order to familiarize 

students with the realities faced by many immigrants who came to the United States at the turn of the 20
th

 

century. Students are encouraged to “walk” in Eva’s shoes by piecing together aspects of her life, using 

Eva’s personal objects as well as primary source documents.  

Becoming American includes two components that are designed to be combined or to stand alone: 

1. Traveling Suitcase Visit to School:  

Students explore immigration history and learn how to examine primary source materials (oral and 

written testimonies, documents, photographs, and objects) and draw conclusions about artifacts. The 

Traveling Suitcase is designed to support and enhance a visit to the 

Museum and is flexible enough to stand alone.  

Option A: A Museum educator visits classrooms to conduct activities 

that prepare students for their Museum visit (available now 

to schools in the Greater Philadelphia Region).  

Option B: Suitcase with lesson plans and support materials is sent to 

classrooms for teachers to use on their own. 

Option C: Suitcase with lesson plans and support materials is sent to 

classrooms and a Museum Educator conducts activities via 

video-conference. 

2. Museum Visit:  

Students visit the Museum for an experience highlighting the path taken by many Jewish immigrants in 

order to become American at the turn of the 20
th

 century. In small groups, students trace the story of a 

real immigrant as they explore selected galleries filled with historic artifacts. Trained in a student-

centered approach, Museum educators actively engage students in a 

discussion of the tour themes and specific artifacts, and provide guidance, 

encouragement, and assistance to the students during their journey.  

Coming in November: through a partnership with Historic 

Philadelphia, students will be able to meet Eva Baen herself! 

 

 

 

To request more information, visit us at NMAJH.org or email education@nmajh.org.   
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Summary of Educational Outcomes 

At the completion of the Becoming American program, students should be able to:  

 Discuss and analyze the life events of Eva Baen in the context of early 20th Century immigration. 
 Apply, compare, and contrast the events of Eva Baen’s immigration story to those of other immigrants. 
 Analyze and evaluate primary source documents and artifacts. 
 Design follow-up research questions pertaining to various topics/themes discussed throughout the program. 
 Develop observational, interpretive, verbal, and group discussion skills. 
 Describe, analyze, and evaluate why people from other countries desired to come to the United States (and still 

desire to today). 
 Interpret maps in regard to applying scales of measurement to calculate distance. 
 Describe and evaluate the processes immigrants had to undergo once they entered the United States at Ellis 

Island. 
 Analyze and evaluate the concepts of time, continuity, and change in regard to how various cultural norms and 

traditions were either lost through immigration or assimilated into the norms and traditions of America. 
 Analyze and evaluate the concepts of time, continuity, and change in regard to how those of Jewish heritage 

became integral members of American society. 
 Describe and analyze the challenges/obstacles faced by immigrants to America. 
 Consider and reflect upon their own identities and life stories. 

Curricular Connections 

Becoming American allows students to make cross-curricular connections to all disciplines (ELA, Social Studies, Math, 
and Science). The program encourages various types of writing (such as expressive and informational) and speaking; 
enhances geographic literacy and the ability to interpret historical context; requires the application of mathematical 
skills to interpret maps and calculate distance; and finally, addresses issues pertaining to the humanities, including the 
contributions to society made by the many immigrants who came to America. 

Skills:  
 Chronological Thinking: Be able to explain how major events are related to one another in time.   

 Spatial Thinking: Use maps and other documents to explain the historical migration of people; expansion and 

disintegration of empires; and growth of economic and political systems.  

 Critical Thinking: Analyze primary and secondary sources for reconstructing the past and understanding historical 

perspectives, e.g. documents, letters, diaries, maps, images, etc. Assess the credibility of sources by identifying bias 

and prejudice in documents, media, and computer-generated information. Compare and contrast differing 

interpretations of current and historical events.  

 Presentational Skills: Select and analyze information from a variety of sources to present a reasoned argument or 

position in a written and/or oral format. 

Common Core Standards 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source and provide 

an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.3. Identify 

key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4. Determine 

the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social 

studies. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g. sequentially, comparatively, 

causally). CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g. 

loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information 

(e.g. in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts. CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.  CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.RH.6-8.10. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text 

complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 

To request more information, visit us at NMAJH.org or email education@nmajh.org. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/10/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/10/

